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yoke, and I engaged to accompany Mm as an
all round hand and helper."

Late in March, 1853, the start for California
was made by a company of four persons: Dr.
Phelps, young "Weaver, and two others referred
to as "Mike" and "Jack". The leader of the
expedition was Dr. Phelps who had crossed the
plains in 1849. His experience with horses on
that trip had determined him to change to oxen
on this second journey: fifty-two were taken, of
which eight worked at a time.

On account of road conditions and swollen
streams the party did not reach the Missouri
Eiver until about the middle of April. After
two days of rest they crossed this river and
bade adieu to white settlements. To the youth-
ful traveler the first noticeable feature was the
vastness of the country as compared with the
narrow limits of his boyhood home. For a fort-
night the journey was "commonplace and
monotonous, relieved only by the occasional
killing of an antelope for food, or the shooting
of a wolf.'' The weather was soft and pleasant
for many weeks, except for a sudden 'sandstorm
which surprised the party one morning about
ten o'clock and lasted two hours and forty
minutes. They survived the ordeal without loss
or injury.

While near the Green River country in Utah
they experienced some alarm because of the